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(CODE 2) 

Secretary of Defense 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Secretary of the Anny 
Secretary of the Navy 
Secretary of the Air Force 

TABLE OF PRECEDENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

August 18, 1999 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics 

(precedes Service Secretaries on acquisition matters) 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)/Chief Financial Officer 
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness 
Retired Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chiefs of Services 
Commanders-in-Chief of Unified & Specified Commands of the four-star grade 
Retired Vice Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Retired Chiefs of Services, and Retired 

Commanders-in-Chief of Unified & Specified Commands of the four-star grade 
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Technology 

(CODE 3) 

Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 
Director of Defense Research and Engineering 
Assistant Secretaries of Defense, DoD General Counsel, DoD Inspector General, and Director of 

Operational Test and Evaluation 
Judges on the U. S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces 
Under Secretary of the Army 
Under Secretary of the Navy 
Under Secretary of the Air Force 
Vice Chiefs of Services 
Generals and Admirals (4-star) 
Assistant Secretaries and General Counsels of the Army, Navy, and Air Force 
Retired Generals and Admirals (4-star) 
Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Defense 
The Special Assistants to the Secretary of Defense 
The Special Assistants to the Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Assistants to the Secretary of Defense 
Director, Administration and Management 
Director, Program Analysis and Evaluation 
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (non Statutory) 



(CODE 4) 

Directors of Defense Agencies 
Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense (non-statutory), Deputy Directors of Defense Research and 

Engineering, Principals Deputy Assistant Secretaries of Defense, DoD Principal Deputy 
General Counsel, DoD Deputy Inspector General, DoD Principal Deputy Comptroller, 
Director of Net Assessment, Director of Defense Procurement, Director Small and 
Disadvantaged Business Utilization 

Administrative Assistants of the Anny, Navy, and Air Force 
Lieutenant Generals and Vice Admirals (3-star) 
Retired Lieutenant Generals and Vice Admirals (3-star) 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretaries and Principal Deputy General Counsels of the Anny, 

Navy, and Air Force 
Deputy Assistant Secretaries of Defense, DoD Deputy General Counsels, Defense Advisor 

U. S. Mission NATO, Secretary of Defense Representative to International Negotiations, 
Deputy Comptrollers, and Assistant Inspectors General 

Deputy Under Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force 
Members of Secretary of Defense Boards 

(CODE 5) 

Major Generals and Rear Admirals of the upper half (2-star) 
Deputy Assistant Secretaries and Deputy General Counsels of the Anny. Navy. and Air Force 
OSD Historian 

(CODE 6) 

Brigadier Generals and Rear Admirals of the lower half (l-star) 
Assistant Deputy Under Secretaries and Principal Directors 

Note: Within a group listed on a line under a code, precedence is by date of appointment. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. DC 20301 

tI7I 15 am 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE 10INT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
UNDER SECRETARlES OF DEFENSE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARlBS OF DEFENSE 
GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
lNSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
DIRECTOR. OPERATIONAL TEST AND BV ALUAnON 
ASS1STANTS TO mE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
DIRECTOR. ADMINlSlRATlON AND MANAGEMENT 
DIRECTOR, PROGRAM ANALYSIS AND BV ALUATION 
DIRECTOR. NET ASSESSMENT 
DIRECTOR. FOIlCB TRANSFORMATION 
DlREcrORS OF TIlE DE.FI!NSB AGENCIES 
DIRECTORS OF THE DOD FIELD ACTIVITIES 

SUBJECT: Department of Defense (DoD) Otder ofPn=cedeace 

This memorandum updates the order ofprecedence last published on August 18. ]999. The 
attached list provides the relative protocol precedence for members within DoD. At a minimum, 
this list will be updated and published on a s.emi-armual bui&. 

The precedence code is used to determine the order of preccdenee for 1hc followiJl&: 

(1) official visit activities. 
(2) assignment or government quanen. 
(3) travel status on government aircraft and surface tralISpOnation (when mission 

essential) 10 include scheduling and seating. 
(4) scating arrangements and similar requirements at official fimctions and other 

activities requiring precedence decisions. 

Requests for changes to this list should include detailed justification. Requests ue to be 
forwarded through the organizational chain of command to: The Department o(Defcue. Director 
of Washington Headquarters Services. ATTN: Director of Communications and DiRCtives, I ISS 
Pentagon, RJn 3B946. Washington DC 20l01-11SS, phone (703) 697-8261. The Dircetor. 
Administration and Management will be the final approval authority for each request. 

7?~~ 
Raymond F. DuBois 

Attachment: Director U 18381-02 
As stated 
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(CODE 2) 

Secretary of Defense 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Secretary ofthe Army 
Secretary of the Navy 
Secretary of the Air Force 

TABLE OF PRECEDENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
AS OF NOVEMBER 14, 2002 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs ofSlaff 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics (Precedes Service 

Secretaries on acquisition matters) 
Under Secretary of Defensc for Policy 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)/Chief Financial Officer 
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness 
btired Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Vice Chainnan orlbe Joint Chiefs ofSlalT 
Retired Vice Chainncn of the Joint Chiefs ofStaf'f 
Army and Air Force Service Chiefs, Chief of Naval Operations. and 

Commandant of the Marine Corps (see nole 1) 
Commandant of the Coast Guard 
Retired Army and Air Force Service Chiefs. Chiefs of Naval Operations. Commandants 

ofthc Marine Corps, and CommandanlS of the Coast Guard (see Dote 1) 
Combatant Commanders (see note I) 
Retired Combatant Commanders (sec: note 1) 

(cODEl) 

Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition. Technology and LogisticsJDcputy 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Technology 

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Logistics and Materiel Readiness 
Principal Deputy Under SecretaI'}' of Defense for Policy 
Principa) Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness 
Director of Defense Research and Engineering 
Assistant Secretaries of Defense (see nOle 1) 
General Counsel of the Department ofDefcnse 
Inspector General of the Oepartmeru ofDcfcnse 
Dim:tor of Operational Test and EvaJuation 
Judges on ~ U. S. Court of Appea)s for the Armed Forces 
UDder Seerewy of the Anny 
Under Sccrctary of the Navy 
Under Secretary of the Air Force 
Army and Air Force Vice Chiefs, Vice Chief of Naval Operations and Assistant Commandant of 

the Marine Corps (see note 1) 

(continued) 
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CODE 3 (cont) 

Vice Commandant of the Coast Guard 
Generals and Admirals (4-star) (see note l) 
Assistant Service Secretaries and General Counsels of the Anny, Navy. and Air Force 
Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chemical and Biologica1 Defense Programs 
Retired Generals and Admirals (4-star) 
The Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense and Deputy Sccrctary of Defense 
Jbe Special Assistant to the Deputy Secretary of Dcfense 
Assistants to the Secretary of Defensc (iIx:ludc Special Assistants to the Sccrctary of Defense 
and Deputy Secretary of Defense, Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (lntelligcuce Oversight). 
and other assistants as may be designated from time to time by the Secretary or Deputy 
SccretII')' of Defense (see note 2) 

DiJcetor, Administration and Management 
Director, Program Analysis and Evaluation 
Director oCNet Asscssment 
Director, FOTCC Transformation 
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for ComptrollerlOeputy Under Secretary of 

Defense for Management Reform (a dual-hat position in the current administration) 
Defense Advisor U. S. Mission NATO, Secretary ofDefcnsc Representative to Europe 
Chairmen of tile Defense Policy Advisory Committee. Defense Science Board and 
the Reserve Forces Polic:y Board (sec note 2) 

(CODE 4) 

Directors oCDefense Agencies (see Dote 3) 
Deputy Under Secretaries of Defense (sec note 2) 
Deputy Directors of Defense Research and Engineering (see note 2) 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretaries of Defense (sec Dote 2) 
Principal Deputy General Counsel oflhe Department of Defense 
Deputy Inspector General of the Department ofDcfcnse 
Administrative Assistants to Secretaries oflbe Army. Navy. and Air Force 
Senior En1isted Advisors (Sergeant Major of the Anny; Master Chief Petty Officer orthe Navy. 

Chief Master Serseant oflbe Air Force; Sergeant Major of the Marine CorpS; and Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Coast Guard (See note 4) 

Lieutenant Generals and Vic:e Admirals (3-star) (sec note l) 
Retired Lieutenant Generals and Vic:e Admirals (3-star) 
Principal Deputy Assistant Service Secrctariesand Principal Deputy General Counsels oflhe 
Atmy. Navy, and Air Force 

Deputy Assistant Secretaries of Defense (see note 2) 
Deputy General Counsels of the Department of Defense (sec note 2) 
Assistant inspector'S General of the Depanment of Dc fens e (see note 2) 
Deputy Comptrollers oflhe Department of Defense (sec note 2) 
Deputy Under Secretaries of tile Army. Navy. and Air Force 
Members of Secretary of Defense Boards (Defense Policy Advisory Comminee; 
Defense Science Board; and Reserve Forces Policy Board) 

(continued) 



.. 1 .... 

_._------------------------

(CODES) 

Major Generals and Rear Admirals oftbe upper half (2-star) 
Deputy Assistant Service Secretaries and Deputy General Counsels of the Army. Navy, and Air 
Force 

(CQDE6) 

Brigadier Generals and Rear Admirals of the lower half (I -star) 
AssisIant Deputy Under Secretaries and Principal Directors 
Deputy Administrative Assistants to Service Secretaries 

NOTES: 

1. Within a group listed on a line under a code. precedence for Senate confirmed positions is 
established by date of appointmc:nL For the Combatant Commanders. order is by date of 
appointment; for Commanders who previously held a confinned position (i.e. CJCS, VCJCS, 
Service Chief, or previous Combatant Command), use the initia1 date of appointment to that 
position. 

2. For non-statutory positions within a group, precedence is by date assigned to the position. 

3. Precedence for Defense Agency Direetors is dctennincd by the: establishment date of the 
organization. 

4.Code 4 precedence applies to the currently serving Service Senior Enlisted Advisors. Certain 
protocol functions may require a deviation from the established prccedeocc. Retired service seaior 
enlisted advisors should be placed in front of other retired members oflhc same grade (E-9). 

S.SES precedence is established by the position held, not pay grade. While SES pay code (ES 1-6) 
does Dot affect precedence, in general, those SES members in positions not specifically identified 
above who ace in ES-S and ES-6 should be in Code Sand ES-llhrough ES-4 shouJd be in Code 6~ 
ifthere is a question. contact the member's office or the service office responsible for SES matters. 

• 


